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Welcome to Makubetsu
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Makubetsu is situated a little south of the center of the Tokachi Plain. There is plenty
of greenery and clean water. The total area of the town is 340.46 km? and it has a
population of 21,395 and 6,639 families. It is at the same latitude, 42° 57, as Rome,
Italy and New York, USA. In summer the temperature can reach as high as 35°C and in
winter as low as -25°C. The citizens of Makubetsu are open-minded and warm-hearted
people.
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Makubetsu is famous as the birthplace of park golf, which is played

with the same rules as golf but with slightly different equipment.
Anyone, young or old, male or female, can easily enjoy the sport all

they need is a club and a ball.
The number and quality of park golf courses has increased -

throughout Japan (in Makubetsu you can even play at night) and it has
annual international tournament in which people from various countries ;

been accepted as a sport for the whole community. In August there is an
enter, This game is very useful for promoting international exch

Park Golf—A Sport for People of all
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The Park Golf
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The People of Makubetsu are Fun Loving People
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There are a variety of festivals every season in Makubetsu. Unique among all of them is the Mini-Ski

Jumping Tournament held at the beginning of February. Participants compete to see who can jump the farthest
In addition to this festival there is the Shibazakura (pink moss) Festival in June, Summer Camival in July,

on a pair of plastic skis 50 centimeters in length. Many of them fail to jump well and even fall before reaching
and the Sangyo (industrial) Festival in October, where people can enjoy events such as the pumpkin toss.

the end of the ramp, but the audience enjoys their antics. There is also a costume portion of the contest and
many of the contestants dress up as characters from recent movies or famous people. In the past there have

been people dressed as Superman and Madonna.
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Mutual Understanding Among the Townspeople
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The town has just adopted its third general plan, which is called the Makubetsu
Symphony, that outlines the citizens’ desire to create a town that exists in harmony with

Makubetsu will celebrate the centennial of its founding in the near future. More
modern homes are built year by year and the number of stores that sell the Iatest and most
fashionable products is also increasing. But with these changes people still respect nature
nature and one in which people want to live. This plan goes to the year 2000.

and the desire to help each other still remains strong.
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Education, Culture, and Sports

Harmonizing Internationalism and Localism
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In Makubetsu there are two kindergartens, 11 elementary schools, four junior high
schools and two high schools. We emphasis the development of the students
humanity and healthy bodies, so that they will be able to cope with the
internationalization, and help promote their community.

We have other educational programs,such as Shirakaba Daigaku, Townswomen’s
Junior College, to promote lifelong education. These classes are mainly held in the
library or public auditorium so that many people can take part. Since Japan is entering
a period where there will be a rapid increase in the number of elderly people, it is
necessary to give meaning to the lives of the elderly people of our town. We have a
system called Jinsei-gaku (Study of Life) Doctor. This program makes the best use of
our senior citizens’ experiences and skills to develop the town.

In addition to these educational and cultural activities there are also many
opportunities to participate in sports such as park golf, volleyball, baseball and
swimming. Some facilities for these sports have been built.
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Industrial Development
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Industrial Development
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Makubetsu has developed as an agricultural town. It is well-known throughout Japan as a dry field L ;% < T R § 2 % o 8
farming area. We grow a variety of crops so as to keep the soil fertile, but also study and introduce new BT A i Z xR E X E &K
techniques such as biotechnology. The town's farmers grow a variety of crops, such as Chirotfo radish, 5 BR ;; 3 rvwEHE P OCHE
wheat, beans and potatoes, and produce many dairy and meat products, such as butter, cheese and Suffolk L % L # L oWERNDNES
lamb. Local industries also produce park golf sets, confectioneries and liquor. For the products produced L RTH 2 MR T e -
in Makubetsu we put on a label that says. “With confidence.” j ’% 3 T iy ’LC’ 2% % J;;: ﬁ i 3
The shopping district has shifted to the western section of the town and the area along National FR7Tr0TH s @A s ot 2
Highway 38. It is a busy and rapidly growing area.Making good use of our location near the Obihiro A4 @ _;E P CLEFEw KN
Airport, we are actively recruiting industries and are building an industrial park with the necessary 7T A 0 E TE=Z CBoE
infrastructure to support them. el we T AZEITEL
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Unlimited Places for Fun
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Makubetsu is full of greenery and clean water. The people like to be
outdoors to enjoy the beauty of all four seasons. In the spring you will hear
the song of larks as they fly high in the clear blue sky. In the areas
surrounding the town you will find flocks of gray heron nesting. In early
summer the lovely white flowers of the lily bells dot the landscape. In the
fall the salmon return to the Tokachi River, which is called the Mother
River. In winter, with the ground covered with pure white snow, you will
see Diamond Dust shining brightly in the air.

As sightseeing spots in Makubetsu we recommend that you visit
Akenogaoka Park for a panoramic view, the Makubetsu Farm, and the
Nitta Farm which once appeared in a Japanese movie. There are also
fantastic night views form the View Hawk Castle and Midorikan Hotel at : et e === S
Makubetsu Hot Spring. Yoda Park and Akenogaoka Park are great places = == o = ABRBEOSSCHU-HERE
for recreation and relaxation for townspeople and visitors alike. = ' g
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